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Words are a powerful tool. 
Wield them well!

Rochelle Melander is a speaker, a professional certified coach, and 
the founder of Dream Keepers, a writing workshop that encourages 
young people to write about their lives and dreams for the future. 
Rochelle wrote her first book at seven and has published eleven 
books for adults. Mightier Than the Sword is her debut book for 
children. She lives in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

MIGHTIER THAN THE SWORD
REBELS, REFORMERS, AND REVOLUTIONARIES 
WHO CHANGED THE WORLD THROUGH WRITING

By Rochelle Melander • Illustrated by Melina Ontiveros

Throughout history, people have picked up their pens 
and wielded their words—transforming their lives, 
their communities, and beyond. Now it’s your turn! 
Representing a diverse range of backgrounds and 
experiences, Mightier Than the Sword connects over 
forty inspiring biographies with life-changing writing 
activities and tips, showing readers just how much their 
own words can make a difference. Readers will explore 
nature with Rachel Carson, experience the beginning of 
the Reformation with Martin Luther, champion women’s 
rights with Sojourner Truth, and many more. These richly 
illustrated stories of inspiring speechmakers, scientists, 
explorers, authors, poets, activists, and even other kids 
and young adults will engage and encourage young 
people to pay attention to their world, to honor their own 
ideas and dreams, and to embrace the transformative 
power of words to bring good to the world.


